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This reef-building coral species richness map has been created using data from IUCN
Red List species assessments. The information within the Red List assessments,
along with assigned Red List Category, have been collated and verified by a group of
international and regional coral experts (Carpenter et al. 2008).
The Global marine Species Assessment (GMSA) over-sees extinction risk assessments
of marine species for the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. This assessment
covers 582 reef-building corals found in the Coral Triangle (out of a total of 845
species that exist globally). The GMSA is in the process of completing 20,000 marine
species assessments, which together will create an essential baseline for the
current status of marine life in the Coral Triangle, and will act as an indictor to
track the successes of conservation action on threatened species into the future.

For each IUCN Red List species assessment, a distribution GIS shapefile is created
allowing spatial analysis of threat, population trends, ecology, and use and trade
information, along with the assigned Red List Category. This can be used to identify
areas with high threat and endemism, and is a useful tool in conservation planning
and action. This map shows the results of a complete assessment of reef-building
corals highlighting that the Coral Triangle has the highest % of threatened corals in
the world (as well as the highest species richness) (Carpenter et al. 2008).
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